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34 THE CAMBRO-BRITON. 

VII. 

Behold yon birchen grove just by, 
It pains my bosom every minute ; 
Yet 'tis not for the grove I sigh, 
** It is for her I saw within it. 



• • 



WALES. 

[ Under this bead wil!, in future, be collected all intelligence of moment re- 
lating to the modern state of Wales, whether of a local nature or not. 
The space, unexpectedly occupied by one or two articles, has en- 
croached, in the present instance, upon that intended to be devoted to 
this purpose. In consequence, a few topics of interest are reluctantly 
reserved for another opportunity. — Ed. ] 

GWYNEDDIGION SOCIETY.— Of the various means, 
adopted to promote any patriotic objects, the establishment of 
national societies has ever been found the most effectual. In a 
foreign country, in particular, such associations are productive of 
peculiar benefit, by concentrating in one point those individual 
attachments and interests, which, from a want of this sympathetic 
union, are too apt to wither away. And moreover, the scattered 
rays, thus condensed, as it were, in a focus, cannot fail to acquire 
additional lustre and energy. 

For this reason, a brief sketch of the Gwyneddigion Society, 
obviously originating in this principle, cannot but be congenial 
with the design of the Cambro-Briton. This praiseworthy 
institution, at first confined, as the name indicates, to the men of 
North Wales, or Gwynedd, was established in London in 1771. 
Its founder was the late Mr. Owen Jones, whose benefactions to 
his country are shortly commemorated in a former part of this 
Number. Several other patriotic individuals united in the under- 
taking, proposing, as their objects, the illustration of the litera- 
ture of Wales and the encouragement of her bards. 

To promote these liberal views, they have, at different times, 
patronisea several works connected with the Principality, and, 
amongst these, Mr. Parry's Welsh Melodies, Mr. Roberts's Welsh 
Geography, and, recently, the Translation of Paradise Lost by 
Mr. Pughe. But the chief aim of the Gwyneddigion Society has 
been to keep alive that attachment to their national music and 
poetry, by which, in days of yore, their country was so highly 
distinguished. With this view, they made an attempt, several 
years ago, to revive the antient Congresses of the Bards, and 
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distributed medals amongst the successful candidates. They have 
likewise been in the practice, for some years, of rewarding, with 
similar prizes, the best Welsh poems on subjects selected annually 
for the occasion. 

The meetings of the Society take place on the first Monday in 
every month, when the sound of the antient harp of Cymru, and 
its sweet Pennillion unite to perpetuate those patriotic feelings, 
which first gave birth to the institution, and to chasten the hour 
of conviviality with the affecting strains of that land, of which, in 
the appropriate language of one of its own poets, it may justb/ 
be said, 

" Brotllr, gnawd ynddi brydydd, 

Heb garni ni tiu, ni bydd." 

Hail, social land, to thee belong 

The bard, and never-failing song. *«* 

C AERMARTHEN EISTEDDFOD.— It is not possible, on the 
present occasion, to do more than give a brief outline of the pro- 
ceedings of this first general meeting of the Cambrian Society. 
A detailed account of the origin and nature of this commendable 
institution will appear, it is hoped, in the next number of the 
Cambro-Briton, with the aim of whose pages it can not but be 
congenial to preserve every important feature of an undertaking 
so well calculated, in its design at least, to promote the cultiva- 
tion of our national literature. 

On Thursday, the 8th of July, in pursuance of a public notice, 
given some months before, the first Eisteddfod, or Session, of 
the Cambrian Society was holden at the Ivy-Bush Hotel, in the 
town of CaermartheiK The Bishop of St. David's, in the ab- 
sence of Lord Dynevor, President of the Association in Dyfed, 
took the chair, the duties of which he discharged with a zeal 
and ability worthy of the interesting occasion, as well as of the 
active part, which his Lordship had previously taken in forward- 
ing the success of a cause he had so warmly espoused. 

The objects of the Eisteddfod having been stated by the 
President in a brief and appropriate manner, and afterwards 
more fully detailed in an animated speech by Mr. Edward 
Williams, Bard to the Society, the business of the day was 
opened with a recital of the prize compositions, which were 
adjudged as follows: — 

i. An Englyn on the Harp new-strung.— Rev. Walter 
Davies, Rector of Manafon, Montgomeryshire. 

it. A Cywydd on the Death of Sir Thomas Picton. — The 
same. 



